SKYPE Teleconference

May 29, 2008

Participants: R. Shiffman, M. Krauthammer, N. Tran, G. Michel (Yale); N. Fuchs, K Kaljurand (Zurich); G Georg (Paris); R Jenders (UCLA) 

Introductions

Budget for year 2 – remains unclear. Grant not yet awarded by NLM

Brief Reports on progress


Shiffman on Yale Guidelines Recommendation Corpus


Fuchs on ACE transformation of guideline recommendations


Georg on automated identification of deontic operators 

Goal: An “Editor” for use by guideline writers that helps to trap and expose vague/underspecified statements and facilitates translation into executable language.

PLAN:

1) Investigate meaning of deontic operators. These are the defining components of guideline recommendations—i.e., the core that distinguish them from statements of fact. Therefore, deontic concepts must be accommodated by systems that are intended to encode recommendations in clinical decision support systems.

2) Examine whether ranking of deontic operators is consistent. Investigate interpretation of absolute level of obligation and expected adherence through a survey; correlate with conterxtual variables. 

3) Identify 10 related recommendations and translate into ACE.. Understand obstacles to translation. Recommendations should exercise ACE: include a variety of levels of obligation, temporal considerations.

4) Translate same recommendations into Arden Syntax. 

5) Consider potential value of fuzzy constructs for ACE and for Arden. Review Sven Tiffe’s work.

6) Familiarize team with predictive editor (try Web demos at http://attempto.ifi.uzh.ch/acewiki/
Monitor current work by Tobias Kuhn to modularize and increase ACE coverage of the editor.
NEXT TELECONFERENCE THURSDAY, JULY 17 at 11 AM Eastern Daylight Time (US)

ERGO website is gem.med.yale.edu/ergo

